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The IPA Chart in DejaVu Sans and all its subparts are copyrighted by the
International Phonetic Association. They are made freely available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 4.0 International Deed (CC BY-SA 4.0). This licence
allows any kind of re-use (including commercial reproduction and derivative works),
as long as attribution is given and the reproduction or derivative work is under the
same licence.

Attribution under this licence may be made as follows:

International Phonetic Alphabet in DejaVu Sans,
www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/common_files/pdfs/pdfs_IPA_charts
_E/IPA DejaVu.pdf, available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Sharealike 4.0
International Deed. Copyright ©® 2025 International Phonetic Association. Date of
access: INCLUDE DATE.

Under this licence, there is no need to request permission from the Association for
reproduction or re-use. However, if you have further questions, please contact the
Secretary.

DejaVu Sans is the best open-license sans-serif font identified to date. The IPA’s
use of it in this chart is in accord with Bitstream’s license. The following are
observations about the symbols in this font, compared to IPA Kiel:

- The symbol for the labiodental flap is not quite right in this font (and in many
fonts). The IPA recommends using the symbol from another sans serif font, SIL’s
Andika, for this symbol.

- The symbol for the alveolar tap has a serif. This makes the shape more clearly
different from the trill symbol. However, if a sans serif symbol is desired, the tap
symbol from SIL’s Andika font can be used.

- The symbol for the voiced palatal implosive in this font has an extra half
cross-bar, above the full cross-bar. Therefore the symbol shown here is made by
combining ©283+0335.

- The laminal diacritic is square and small, and therefore tends to be confused with
the voiceless diacritic. The IPA recommends that this diacritic be made extra-large
so that its shape is clearly a square, not a circle.

- The exact tone contour shown in the rising-falling tone letter is different from
IPA Kiel’s.

- The shape of the velarized diacritic is not quite the same as that of the voiced
velar fricative.

- The distinctions between the dental click and the minor group, and between the
lateral click and the major group, are small at best. At the time of the Kiel
convention, it was suggested that the grouping symbols be thicker than the click
symbols. In the 2005 chart, the grouping symbols were in bold, and that is true of
the 2015 charts as well. In addition, in sans serif fonts the alveolar lateral
approximant is likely to be similar to both the dental click and the minor group.
DejaVu does a relatively good job of keeping these distinct through line length and
thickness.





